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appear to have descended on the salt pans.
On the mountain top is a 400 years old temple
of the god Dattatreya. The story goes that
jackals asked for food from Lord Dattatreya

.la in Conservation

mountain since the Pakistan border is close
and can be seen from the top through
binoculars. If lucky, one may see a few birds
of prey in the sky as one travels from Bhuj to
K ala oar. Nor A F Kala Dunear is
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Minerva’s owl
Distant woods
Intrigued yet Quiet
Sits Minerva's owl
Mukta Kamplikar

Within those depths la
P y * Dr. Mukta is a senior consultant at Aon Hewitt in their

the seeds of humanity, Leadership Practice. She has done her Ph.D and Post-Doctoral
behind those eyes its soul. research in marketing. She has published a book of poems.

But when they gaze upon us now,
| wonder what they might say?
Would there be reproach
burning deep and indignant
or a fatal and ruthless acceptance?
If the fabric of our existence Dr. Raymond Ditmars, an American herpetologist (June 22, 1876 to May 12, 1942)
were to be rolled back
into a small ball
and with the thunderous clap He did extensive research on frogs, butterflies, insects and snake venom at the

of the M ag ician's hands Department of Entomology, American Museum of Natural History. He initially worked
it were to vanish; as a stenographer and reporter for New York Times in 1898. Later, he was employed as

/De/omm//ty

Dr. Raymond Ditmars was an author and scientist but above all a great human being.

And if the Ma g ician assistant conservationist (reptiles) at the Zoological Park at Bronx. He was eventually

made in-charge of the sections on mammals and insects.

were to hold out his hand

once more Dr. Ditmars wrote several books on his research and travels — 'The Reptile Book'
to this creature of infinite de pth S, (1907), Reptiles of the World' (1910), 'Snakes of the World' (1931), 'Strange Animals 1
| wonde r, have Known' (1931), Reptiles of North America' (1936) and 'Field Book of North

American Snakes' (1939). He also wrote three autobiographies — 'Confessions of a
Scientist' (1934), 'The Making of a Scientist' (1937) and 'Thrills of a Naturalist's Quest'

(1939)-

would we do better with -
a second chance?
Would we make them proud?
Rama Desai * Dr. Ditmars helped in establishing antivenom centres in the United States and Brazil.

* Rama Desai has done her B.Com. and Diploma
from the SNDT college. She is presently based in
the USA and works for a local zoo as a volunteer. Seasons', 'Porcupines', Turtles of All Lands' and 'Evolution’.
Poetry and painting are her hobbies.

He produced 29 documentaries on various wildlife subjects including 'The Four

www.elafoundation.org



The Puff-throated Babbler is telling you something.
Can you decipher it’s call? -Vishakha Patil
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www.website.fun - satish pande

onder about the hole
in my web??

ur Endangered Trees Mahua Tree

be collected and grown in a mixture of good
soil and Farm Yard Manure (3:1). Their
initial growth is very slow; hence the
seedling should be grown in a nursery for a
year and then transplanted in the forest.
Watering, protecting the sapling after
transplanting and protection from forest fires
will augment survival rates. As this tree
grows in forests and waste or fallow land, its
cultivation will not adversely impact food

production, but can improve the
environment by large scale afforestation.

* Vivek Vishwasrao is the chief horticulturist
with Tata Power, Valvan, Lonavala. He is
involved in conservation education.
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