Habitat:

Scrub thorn forests
with sparse deciduous
vegetation; stone
covered grassy,
semiarid country with

ravines, on plains and
hills.

Habit:

Secretive. Diurnal.
Seen single or in pairs
in thickets. Mostly
terrestrial; runs swiftly.
Flight clumsy; hops on
branches to ascend a
tree where it preens
and roosts.

Distribution:
Over a large range
including India,

W. Pakistan, Nepal,
Bhutan, Bangla Desh
and Sri Lanka; up to
1000 m.

Status:

Resident; Rare.

Praying mantis Moth Grasshopper

Grasshoppers, locusts, butterflies and moths, worms, centipedes, millipedes, spiders, lizards, small snakes,
etc. Food is taken from the ground. Malkoha is a territorial bird and usually finds food close to the nest.

Rare GI|mpse of Natural Predation:

A photo frame captured on an automatic camera shows a mongoose predating on a nestling of the
Sirkeer Malkoha. The mongoose devoured the helpless nestling and walked away in search of new prey

V|S|tors to the Nest of Slrkeer Malkoha'

Rufous Treeple visiting the empty nest

The secre life ofthe Ma[koha:

The Malkoha W|th cryptic plumage is often overlooked |
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Perchlng on thenest with tail elevated Incubting the egs

Threats:
Tree felling
for firewood
and habitat
modification
are major
threats.

We have
recorded
natural
predation

of eggs

and chicks
by treepie,
coucal,
crow and
MoNngoose, as
corroborated
by camera
trap
photographs.

Preening is a favourite activity

Key Features:

o Sexes alike.

e Adult plumage spinous: earthy brown to
rufous.

e Head and breast feathers faintly streaked.

e Wings rounded.

e Bill bright cherry red, yellow tipped, stout,
curved. Upper mandible festooned.

e Tail long, broad, graduated. Broad black
and white bands.

e Iris - brown. Coarse bristles surround the
eyes except behind.

e Legs - scaled, slaty; claws horny brown.

e Young: Body feathers edged with pale
rufous; of head, chin, breast streaked with
black. Beak slaty, becomes red after six
months.

The brown iris and sty beak of the juvenile are visile |

Long graduated banded tail
Juvenile:- Details of the wings, tail, beak, mouth and leg




Strengthening relations by fecal sac exchange: i | ¢
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The fecal sac of chicks in the first week contains undigested food remains and is rich in
proteins. In this amazing sequence of photographs the Malkoha parents do not waste the
fecal sacs and are seen exchanging this unique source of food!

Amazing Facts:

Sirkeer Malkoha is a non-parasitic cuckoo. The nest is very difficult to
detect and the bird becomes particularly secretive during breeding.
This Malkoha is an amazingly swift runner in the undergrowth.

Sirkeer Malkoha Taccocua leschenaultii (Lesson, 1830).
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scrub semi-arid habitats

Research

Forest Department

£ del Hoyo et al 1997, Handbook of the
De;:rrterﬁent Birds of the World, vol. 4. . NFl’grl;]c?prlgsclsgfa
Maharashtra . R L = Conservator of Forests Dr. Satish Pande, Rajkumar Pawar, Prashant Deshpande, Dr. Satish Karmalkar and Nivedita Pande did field research for
PCCE (RET), Pune : giﬂ;‘;f&gliﬁﬁ:?&rm@r (1206] SE)Ia E I_ A F O U N D ATI O N (RET), Pune more than 9 years. Thanks are due to Mafiul Hussain IFS, PCCF (RET), Anurag Chaudhary, IFS, APCCF and Nitin Kakodkar,
1 | 5 | . 1-0.

www.elafoundation.org

Foundation, Pune. IFS, CCF (ET), Pune, Maharashtra State Forest Department for supporting this publication.




